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o Soft-release of wildlife involves providing animals with a gradual transition to the 
wild, and can include supplementary feeding, providing shelter, and pre-release 
conditioning 
o Microchip-automation has great potential to create safe refuge for reintroduced 
wildlife
o Microchip-automation allows only the intended, microchipped animal access, 
potentially reducing predation and competition by non-target species
Can wild-caught northern brown bandicoots, 
Isoodon macrourus, be trained to use 
microchip-automated doors to access safe refuge?
o Bandicoots were housed at the Hidden Vale Wildlife Centre, Grandchester, QLD
o Bandicoots split into two groups – 8 were trained to use the doors in 6 stages, 
and then due to their success, 4 were trained on an accelerated timeline of just 3 
stages of training to use the microchip-automated nestboxes
o Peanut butter on bread was used as an attractant inside the nestbox
o Response to doors was captured via video footage and coded
o After training, bandicoots were released and their use of the nestboxes in the 
wild was recorded for up to a week
o Bandicoots learned to use the doors quickly, showing that training to 
use microchip-automated safe refuge has great potential
o Use after release was low, however microchip-automated nestboxes 
may be more beneficial to hollow-dependent species such as 
possums and phascogales
Training times: 
Original - Mean of 12 days to learn to use the doors
Accelerated - Mean of 3 days to learn to use the 
doors
After release: 
Bandicoots used the doors for up to 7 days after 
release. Only 2 bandicoots used the doors 5 days 
after release
Scan with your phone 
camera or QR reader to 
see a cute video and some 
more details!
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Floki the bandicoot using a microchip-automated nestbox after release
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